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South Africa Mission Trip
Our South Africa Mission Team left from First Baptist around 4:00PM 

Monday, July 13. They flew from Atlanta to London where they had a 
layover for several hours and were able to do some sightseeing and 

shopping. Then they flew from London to Johannesburg arriving around 
2:00AM (our time) on Wednesday, July 15. The following are comments 
from some of our team members via Facebook and email.

– Continued on page 2

Window seat buddies were all smiles 
as we boarded the plane from London 
to Johannesburg. But after an 11 hour 
flight, with very little sleep, we were so 
thankful to arrive safely on African soil, 
head to check in to the hotel and hit the 
hot showers and take some quick naps. 
Some of us will head out for our only 
chance at seeing Johannesburg. We are 
arriving ahead of the other groups and will 
take the opportunity to visit the Apartheid 
Museum. It will be nice to meet up with 
the people we have been planning this trip 
with for the last several months.

s

We are at our hotel in Johannesburg and have just 
finished dinner. The other groups have started to arrive. 
Everything has gone well so far. Everyone is getting along. 
We’ve reorganized our tubs of supplies to leave some here with 
a team from Little Rock. It’s already getting dark (it is winter 
here after all). The hotel is not heated and we expect it to be 
around 40 degrees tonight. Now we’re all layered, bundled 
up and so very ready for a much needed good night’s sleep in 
these real beds!

s
Thursday, July 16: Now we’re about to 

load up on 3 big buses along with 30 other 
people and tons of luggage for a 5 hour drive 
to the town of Winterton. We’ll be there until 
next Wednesday (July 22). BUT…we are not 

leaving as early as we expected. The amount 
of luggage and supplies was greater than the 

storage capacity of the buses and trailers. The 
company is sending another trailer. So we wait. 
The saying here is TIA, “This is Africa” and that 
means that we operate on an African schedule. 

So we will leave when we leave.

s

Friday, July 17: We are now at Ensemi Retreat Center, just outside Winterton, South 
Africa. It’s a beautiful place, and the name means “place of grace.” We headed out to 
our ministry site about 9:00. On our way, we dropped 4 folks who would accompany 
home health workers on their home visits. Our own Ann-Marie Blentlinger went with 
one of the home health workers. It was quite brave of her, but she stepped seemingly 
fearlessly off the bus and headed out. We were anxious but confident of God’s care.

s

The rest of us headed to Thembalethu, where several of our team members 
worked on constructing a playground. Some of us were part of a team that 
conducted Holiday Camp (think Backyard Bible School). We began with John on the 
guitar (that was purchased in Johannesburg), moved through the Bible story and 
into crafts and games. Lunch was in the middle and then we repeated the whole 
process. We started with around 25 children and ended with around 90. With craft 
supplies for 70, we struggled but pushed through to make things work.

s
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We came back to Ensemi for dinner 
and worship.  Of course, our prayers are 
with our Chattanooga friends in light of 
recent events. As the song we learned 

in Zulu says, Bam be lay la Jesu (which 
means “hold on to Jesus”).

s

s

Saturday, July 18: Our sec-
ond day at Thembalethu went 
well. On the way over there, 
we stopped at the Build It (like 
an Ace Hardware) and got the 
supplies to build a swing, the 
piles for our tire jungle gym 
and plumbing pipe and cou-
plers to make Hula hoops. 

s

The main thing is I heard sing-
ing and laughing and I saw kids 
running around and having a great 
time. I really have to give the Holi-
day Camp team a hand. They have 
provided games, crafts, and songs 
and gotten in there and played, 
gotten hair braided, played “duck, 
duck, goose”, hula hoop, and Steve 
has even thrown an American 
football with the boys. 

s

s

Today Betsy and Becky went to 
make home visits to sick people 
along with 2 nurses from other 
churches and a caregiver, Maurice, 
from Thembalethu. We walked 
along very rural, dusty, rocky roads 
to get to each house to check on 
them and pray with them. They 
were so thankful and gracious as 
we entered their homes. Their joy 
was contagious. Please keep them 
and their children in your prayers. 

s

We finished our projects at Thembalethu. The playground has two new pieces of equipment! We ended the evening 
with a group meeting where we talked and thanked each other. We were challenged by the leaders to think about how we take 
these experiences home and make the same kind of effort there.

s

s



Wednesday,  July  29
Family  Promise  
Riverview  Park  Picnic  (church-‐wide) 6:00PM
Thursday,  July  30
Family  Promise  
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  July  31
Family  Promise
Saturday,  August  1
Family  Promise
Sunday,  August  2
Family  Promise  Pack  Up 6:30AM
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Personnel  CommiSee 12:15PM
Dogwood  CommiSee 12:15PM
Monday,  August  3
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Tuesday,  August  4
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Hearts/Hands  Mission  Group  -‐  Off  Campus 1:00PM
First  Tuesday  Book  Group  -‐  Off  Campus 6:00PM
Wednesday,  August  5
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
No  Wednesday  Evening  AcYviYes
Thursday,  August  6
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministry 6:00PM
Friday,  August  7
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Saturday,  August  8
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
Sunday,  August  9
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Renewal
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Monday,  August  10
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Tuesday,  August  11
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
Wednesday,  August  12
Sabbath  Week  -‐  Rest
No  Wednesday  Evening  AcYviYes

On the Calendar
July / Aug. 2015

First Tuesday Book 
Group will meet on Tues-
day, August 4, at 6:00PM 
(place to be determined). 
The group will discuss 
Gaile Parkin’s Baking 
Cakes in Kigali. In this 

story, Angel Tungaraza’s kitchen is an oasis in 
the heart of Rwanda, where visitors stop to order 
cakes but end up sharing their stories and lives. 
In this powerful setting, a chain of events unfolds 
that will change Angel’s life and the lives of those 
around her in the most astonishing ways.

While this is a discussion group, feel free 
to come participate even if you’ve not been 
able to complete the book. Everyone is wel-
come and each viewpoint appreciated. Contact 
Frances with any questions: 423.648.2543 /  
frances@fbcchattanooga.org.

First Tuesday
Book Group

to meet

Reminder:
Deacon Nominations end at 12:30PM on 

Sunday, August 2. Ballots are available in 
the July 15 issue of The Evangel or may be 
downloaded from our website (www.fbcchat-
tanooga.org). Ballots must be delivered or 
mailed (postal) to the church. No ballot will 
be accepted via email or without the member’s 
name being signed legibly.

We will observe two Sabbath weeks. Our Sab-
bath Week of Renewal, August 3-9, is a time set 
aside to clean and spruce up our building. It’s 
also a great chance for classes to “spring clean” 
classrooms: remove old papers/publications, 
rearrange furniture, etc.  Our Sabbath Week of 
Rest, August 10-16, is just that – a time of rest 
(no meetings, etc.). The church office will main-
tain regular hours.

Upcoming
Mission Events
The Hearts and Hands Mission 

Group will meet for a Dutch treat 
lunch at Mt. Vernon Restaurant on 
Tuesday, August 4, at 1:00PM. Vis-
itors are welcome. It will be a time 
for fellowship and planning for the 
coming year.

Sabbath Week Observations
in August

Our last few days in Winterton were very blessed. On Sunday, we had the privi-
lege of hiking in the Drakensberg Mountains. The scenery was stunningly beautiful, 
and it was a wonderful way to spend Sunday. As we were walking, we had to look 
down at the path to keep from stumbling. If we took a moment to look up, we saw 
incredible beauty. This is so much like life is. We spend so much of our time looking 
down at the struggles of each day when, if we will look up, we will have the op-
portunity to see the incredible beauty of love and life and laughter that surrounds 
each day. 

These were our bus drivers while in Winterton. They drove us from Johannes-
burg and drove us all over Winterton. They worked beside us, ate with us, and even 
worshipped with us. Great men. These are our Chattanooga t-shirts we gave them 
as gifts.

s

s

Summer Wednesdays 
at First Baptist

All are invited to our 
Church-Wide Picnic at Riv-
erview Park this Wednesday, 
July 29. The park, located 
at 1000 Barton Ave, 37405, 
is available for play from 
5:00-8:00PM. Bring your 
chairs, blankets, and enough 
of your favorite picnic foods 
to share with everyone. 
Drinks and paper products 
are provided. We will eat at 
6:00PM.

Dollar Month
During August, we will 

collect one dollar bills as 
part of our offering to be 
used to help fund gas cards, 
prescriptions and other 
items needed by the First 
Family and our community.

Dogwood Workday

The Dogwood Lodge 
Committee is sponsoring a 
workday on Saturday, Au-
gust 8, beginning at 9:00AM. 
Please contact Bobby Col-
vin for more information: 
423.624.3636.
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 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
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 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  7/12/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  7/19/2015  
231   Worship         241   Worship  
   11   Worship  Care             14   Worship  Care  
242   WORSHIP  TOTAL      255   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
244   Sunday  School        234   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  7/12/15   $  12,921.50  
Other  receipts  on  7/12/15   335.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  7/12/15   $  13,256.50  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  7/19/15   $  12,284.90  
Other  receipts  on  7/19/15   1,107.50  
   Total  for  week  as  of  7/19/15   $  13,392.40  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $789,713.13  
July  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $868,064.49  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    78,351.36)  
   As  of  7/21/15  
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